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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



, MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE three 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) H Responsive to communication(s) filed on Sep 5. 2000 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) B This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu$tf®35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Disposition of Claims 

Claim(s) 1-19 



. is/are pending in the applica 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) . 
5)0 Claim(s) 



6) H Claim(s) 1-19 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are withdrawn from considers 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 



Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: aO approved b)Ddisapproved. 



11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) □ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) ENone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) (2 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

19) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

20) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 5 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1-19 are presented for examination. 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because the text on page 1 , lines 1 0-29 should be 
updated with the current status of the cited applications, such U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No., a filing date, U.S. Patent No., and the issue date. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

4. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 
on page 3 of the declaration, the date of signature of the Inventor 6/27/200 should be 
corrected. 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 1 03 which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies as prior art only 
under subsection (f) or (g) of section 102 of this title, shall not preclude 
patentability under this section where the subject matter and the claimed 
invention were, at the time the invention was made, owned by the same person 
or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same person. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103, the examiner presumes that the subject matter 
of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of 
the obligation under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention 
dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention 
was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of potential 35 
U.S.C. § 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 



6. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as obvious over Masters et al., 
U.S. Patent Number 5,92,0697 (hereinafter Masters) in view of Call, U.S. Patent 
Number 6,154,738 (hereinafter Call). 

Masters discloses a method and system for automatic updating and use of routing 
information in a messaging system. Masters discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. Taking claim 1, as an exemplary claim, Masters discloses a method of 
identifying, in a directory server, a new mail associated with an incoming message that 



m 
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is received by a messaging server, comprising: receiving a new routing information 
associated with the incoming message at the messaging server (see column 2, lines 50 
to column 3, line 39); creating a corresponding entry in a directory in the directory 
server for every component included in the new routing information that does not 
already exist in the directory (see column 5, lines 10-37, column 7, line 8 to column 8, 
line 50); automatically updating a corresponding real routing record in a server 
associated with the directory server based upon the entry and identifying the new mail 
route by the directory server based upon the automatically updated real routing record 
(see column 5, lines 10-37, column 7, line 8 to column 8, line 50, automatically 
regenerates the routing table to include the newly received routing information). 

7. Masters does not explicitly show the process of using domain name associated 
with the incoming message at the messaging server; however, Masters discloses the 
process of a new mail associated with an incoming message that is received by a 
messaging server and automatically updating a corresponding real routing record in a 
server associated with the directory server (see column 5, lines 10-37, column 7, line 8 
to column 8, line 50, automatically regenerates the routing table to include the newly 
received routing information). Call discloses a messaging system similar to that of 
Masters, wherein Call discloses that the use of a domain name associated with the 
incoming message at the messaging server is well known in the art (see column 5, line 
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10 to column 6, line 40, column 22, line 55 to column 24, line 44). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Masters in view of Call by including the use of domain name associated with 
an incoming message, since Call teaches that the use of a domain name associated 
with the incoming message at the messaging server is well known in the art. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify Masters in view of Call so 
that directory services can be resolved in a proper manner . 

As per claim 2, Masters discloses the method as recited in claim 1 , further comprising: 
automatically generating a routing table based upon the created entry (see column 8, 
lines 36-50). 

8. As per claim 3, Masters discloses the method as recited in claim 2, wherein the 
identifying is also based upon the automatically generated routing table (see column 7, 
line 8 to column 8, line 59). 

9. As per claim 4, Masters discloses the method as recited in claim 3, wherein the 
messaging server includes a transfer unit that uses the automatically generated routing 
table to open a channel by which the incoming message is delivered (see column 7, 
line 8 to column 8, line 59). 
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10. As per claims 5 and 6, Masters discloses the method as recited in claim 4 ( 
wherein the transfer unit includes a local directory used to store most recently used 
directory entries in a table thereby reducing traffic between the messaging server and 
the directory server (see figure 3, column 7, line 62 to column 8, line 59). Master 
teaches the process of periodically updating the table whenever the directory server 
has been updated (see figure 3, column 7, line 8 to column 8, line 59). Masters does 
not explicitly show that the routing table is stored in a cache. However, it is old and 
well known in the art to store information in a local cache or fast access storage 
system. Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Masters by storing the routing table in a cache 
because it is old and well known in the art to store information in a local cache. 

11. As per claim 7, Masters discloses the method as recited in claim 6, wherein the 
directory is a hierarchically organized directory (see figures 3-6B). 

12. As per claim 8, Masters discloses the method as recite in claim 7, wherein 
Masters does not explicitly show that the hierarchically organized directory is an LDAP 
based directory information tree (DIT). However, Call discloses a messaging system 
similar to that of Masters, wherein Call discloses that the use of LDAP based directory 
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information tree (DIT) is well known in the art (see column 5, line 10 to column 6, line 
40, column 20, line 27 to column 21 , line 5). Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify directory 
service structure disclosed by Masters in view of Call and include the use of LDAP 
based directory information tree (DIT), since Call teaches that the use of LDAP based 
directory information tree (DIT) is well known in the art. 

13. As per claim 9, Masters discloses the method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
creating is based upon a mail exchange record (MX) associated with the incoming 
email message (see column 2, line 50 to column 3, line 14, column 6, line 53 to column 
8, line 50). 

14. As per claims 10-19, they do not teach or further define over the limitations 
recited in claims 1-9 above. Therefore, claims 10-19 are also rejected for the similar 
reasons set forth in claims 1-9, supra . 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(a) Method of accessing a target entity over a communications network by Low 
et a!. . U.S. Patent Number 6131095. 
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(b) Reverse string indexing in a relational database for wildcard searching by 
Byrne et al. . U.S. Patent Number 6199062 B1. 

(c) Automatic configuration for internet access device by Li et al. . U.S. Patent 
Number 6012088. 

(d) Method and apparatus for disseminating product information via the internet 
by Call. U.S. Patent Number 5913210. 



16. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) 
months and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within 
the period for response will result in ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 
133, M.P.E.P 710.02, 710.02(b)). 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zarni Maung whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6687. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, An Meng Ai, can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-9052. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 



May 2, 2001 



